
Hurricanes: Preparing and Protecting Your Pet 
 
 
At the start of the season be sure to: 
 
Have your pet implanted with a microchip.  Make sure identification tags are up to date and 
securely fastened to your pet's collar (tags and microchips used together are the most effective 
way of identifying pets).   
 
Locate your pets’ current picture and obtain a copy of their medical records.   
  
 
If a storm is approaching: 
 
Identifying shelter - 

 For public health reasons, pets are typically not permitted in emergency shelters.   Many 
emergency shelters cannot only accept service animals like seeing-eye dogs.  Pet-friendly 
shelters if available fill up quickly. 

 Find out which motels and hotels in the area you plan to evacuate to allow pets -- well in 
advance of needing them.  

 There are also a number of guides that list hotels/motels that permit pets and could serve 
as a starting point.  

 Include your local animal shelter's number in your list of emergency numbers -- they 
might be able to provide information concerning pets during a disaster.  

 
Prepare the following supplies for your pet -   

 Portable carrier (large enough for the pet to stand up and turn around in)    
 Extra leash and collar with an identification tag    
 Pet food - at least a two-week supply of dry food in water-tight container or canned food 

(non-electric can opener needed)   
 Water - at least a two-week supply of clean water -- large dogs need one gallon per day    
 Up-to-date health records    
 Medications - flea and tick and two-month supply of heartworm  
 Toys and treats 

 
If you need to evacuate: 
 
Take your pet with you to a hotel, friend's or family member's house, veterinary clinic, or kennel 
in a safe zone. This should be prearranged to avoid surprise and confusion.    
Most boarding facilities and shelters will require up-to-date vaccinations and proper 
identification.    

Take pet food, bottled water, medications, veterinary records, cat litter/pan, can opener, food 
dishes, first aid kit and other supplies with you in case they're not available later.  

Make sure you have a secure pet carrier, leash or harness for your pet so that if he panics, he 
can't escape. 


